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Abstract

Taking participants’ experience of digital communications as its point of departure, the aim of this
workshop is: (i) to survey key concepts, events and legislation pertaining to Digital Rights, with an
emphasis on South and Southeast Asia in relation to the wider world; (ii) to provide case studies
exemplifying the issues, questions and challenges that surround Digital Rights; and (iii) to enhance
participants’ ability to think both critically and strategically about Digital Rights as applied to their work as
scholars, activists and citizens. The workshop will begin with a brief exercise reflecting on participants’
experience of digital communications and new media technologies. This will be followed by a survey of key
issues, events and legislation pertaining to Digital Rights (Gueorguiev), focusing on the meaning,
documentation, and measurement of academic censorship and its downstream consequences on
knowledge production and education. This will be followed by a pair of case studies addressing digital
communication and Gender-based violence (Fanoos), and the use of blockchain technology to provide
digital identification and enable social and financial inclusion for Rohingya and other stateless people. The
workshop will conclude by returning to reflect on the issues and questions raised by participants in the
opening exercise, and engage materials presented by Gueorguiev, Fanoos and Noor. A synopsis of key
issues and list of further reading will be provided at the workshop.
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University Press, 2018).



